FAMILY TENDENCIES - LOVE ASPECTS
originally as a restriction upon complete  promiscuity,  though
he admits that such  promiscuity need  not have been charac-
teristic of absolutely primitive man1.  As a matter of fact the
most   primitive  races   that   we   know   seem   to   be usually
monogamous and endogamous. This is for instance to a greater        Really
or less extent the case with the Veddahs2, the Andamanese3,
the   lowest   forest   tribes   of   Brazil4,  the   inhabitants   of  the
interior of Borneo6,  the Semangs  and  Senoi of  the Malay   endogamous
Peninsula6, and the Negritos of the Philippines7 and Central
Africa8.
In these primitive peoples and in those who, as we must The family is
suppose, formerly resembled them, the family would appear to therefore their
be a more closely knit and socially a more important unit than     social unit
in the later age of totemism and exogamy; there being in this
respect a resemblance between the primitive condition and that
of  the   post-totemic  patriarchal  period.   There  is  reason to
believe however that in the case of  really primitive man (in
distinction from the later patriarchal period) the family is often
the only permanent  and  stable unit;  such  approximation to
tribal organisation  as  exists being mostly  of a temporary or
fluctuating character. With such peoples the low state of culture incest a natural
will often necessitate a relatively scattered population, and in   consequence
J  ,  .	i	t	°f such
these circumstances endogamy and incest may be a natural—     conditions
indeed possibly sometimes an inevitable—consequence; for where
families live in relative isolation for long periods together,
opportunities for marriage outside the family may be few, and
abstention from sexual activities during these periods would
imply a greater power of continence than would seem as a
rule to be possessed by primitive peoples. Incest would
naturally follow too under these conditions from the early
ripening of the sexual instinct which is generally found in
1	Op. cit., IV, 138.
2	"Among  whom   death  alone  separates husband and  wife". John
Bailey, "An Account of the Wild Tribes of the Veddahs of Ceylon/' Trans.
of the Ethnological Society, N. S. E, 1863, 293.
3	Westennarck, "History of Human Marriage", 507.
* Idem, toe. cit.
6 Idem, foe. cit.
8 Wundt, "Elements of Folk Psychology", 48, 50.
' Idem, he. cit.
8 Idem, he. cit.
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